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Biost 578 B: Introductory Applied Data Analysis
Emerson, Spring 2005
Homework #1
March 30, 2005
Written homework to be handed in at the beginning of class Monday, April 4, 2005.
The clinical usefulness of methotrexate in primary biliary cirrhosis was to be tested in patients with only moderately severe disease. In particular, patients were to have a serum bilirubin no higher than 3.0 mg/dl and a serum albumin no less than 2.5 g/dl.

Using the Mayo PBC data as pilot data, discuss the relative merits (both clinical and statistical) of clinical trial designs based on the clinical endpoints of time to death or time to transplant or based on the intermediate outcome of an increase in serum bilirubin. 
